
WAC 352-66-030  General regulations.  (1) On the navigable waters 
of Washington state, marking to assist navigation is accomplished by a 
lateral system of buoyage for use with nautical charts. The lateral 
system is used by the United States Coast Guard in the marking of nav-
igable waters of the United States as determined by the United States 
Coast Guard Commandant. The lateral system may be also used by the 
state and subdivisions thereof for private aids to navigation only 
when all applicable permits for private aids to navigation have been 
approved by the United States Coast Guard and other federal, state, or 
local authorities.

(2) The USWMS has been developed to provide a means to convey to 
the small vessel operator, in particular, adequate guidance to indi-
cate safe boating channels by indicating the presence of either natu-
ral or artificial obstructions or hazards, marking restricted or con-
trolled areas, and providing directions. The USWMS is suited to use on 
all waters of Washington state and is designed to satisfy the needs of 
all types of small vessels. It supplements and is generally compatible 
with the Coast Guard lateral system of aids to navigation.

(3) The USWMS consists of two categories:
(a) A system of regulatory markers; and
(b) A system of aids to navigation.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.51.040. WSR 90-07-051, § 352-66-030, 
filed 3/19/90, effective 4/19/90.]
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